
Platinum Sponsors  

55 Nancy Drive 
PO Box 348         
Watkinsville GA 
30677 
706-769-7947 

E-Newsletter    February 8, 2010 www.oconeechamber.org   

February Committee Meetings 

February 24  4:30pm Agribusiness 

March Committee Meetings 

March 2  4pm Executive Board 

March 2  4:30pm Education/YLO 

March 3  4pm Fall Festival 

March 4  11:30am Business Expo 

March 9  4pm Board of Directors 

March 10  12pm Member Services 

March 24  4:30pm Agribusiness 

AM EXCHANGE 

     Have a fear of public speaking?  Then AM EX-
CHANGE is just the place for you!  AM EXCHANGE 
is an opportunity for you to promote your busi-
ness up close and personally!  Attendees are di-
vided into small groups and each person is given 
90 seconds to share their story.   Then new small 
groups are made 2 or 3 more times so that by the 
end of the hour you should have been able to meet 
everyone in the room.  

     Tell us about your company, what you do that is 
different from others, where you are located, 
what GREAT customer service you provide and 
donõt forget to tell everyone who would be a good 
referral for you!  Bring LOTS of business cards, 
brochures, if you have them, and samples if that is 
possible.  

     Be on time and be awake because it gets loud 
quickly!  (The Oconee Chamber provides coffee, 
water and sodas and the monthly sponsors pro-
vide a light breakfast.)  

     Walton EMC will sponsor our next meeting 
which will be on Wednesday, March 3, 2010.  If 
you are interested in attending or need more info, 
please call the chamber office.  

 



 

 

Legislative Update - February 8 

February 8, 2010  

Today is the 14th day of the 40-day legislative session.  The General Assembly will meet through Thursday of this week and return 
the following Tuesday. 

For additional information, please visit www.gachamber.com.  You can also follow us on Twitter @gachamber. 

 
Water 
Last Wednesday, Governor Perdue announced the Georgia Water Stewardship Act of 2010, which has been introduced simultane-
ously in the House and Senate by Representative Lynn Smith (Newnan) and Senator Russ Tolleson (Perry).  The bills are based 
on the recommendations of the Water Contingency Planning Task Force, which was co-chaired by Georgia Chamber Environment 
& Energy Committee Chair Tim Lowe of Lowe Engineering, and are focused on incentivizing water conservation, reducing water 
loss and promoting stewardship of this finite resource.  

Transportation  
Senate Democrats introduced a bill last week that would allow for regional funding of transportation projects.  It would also take 
one penny from the existing motor fuel tax and dedicate it to road, transit and infrastructure improvements. This proposal follows on 
the heels of Governor Perdue's announcement that he would introduce a bill also calling for regional funding, as well as $300 mil-
lion in bond funding to help meet the state's transportation needs.  The Georgia Chamber supports a regional approach to trans-
portation funding and remains optimistic that legislation will be passed this year to resolve this critical issue.  

Taxation  
Bills have been introduced by Representative Lynn Smith (Newnan) to preserve the sales tax holidays for school supplies and en-
ergy efficient products, both of which are supported by the Georgia Chamber as ways to stimulate the economy and support the 
retail industry.  

State Budget  
The House is expected to vote this week on the FY2010 Amended Budget, which was adjusted downward by $1.2 billion as a re-
sult of lower than anticipated revenue.  While both chambers continue their work on both the FY2010 and FY2011 budgets, a panel 
of business leaders - several of whom are Georgia Chamber members - appointed by Lieutenant Governor Casey Cagle will soon 
be bringing forward their recommendations as to how the state could cut costs and increase efficiency.     

Economic Development  
Legislation has been introduced by Representative Jeff May (Monroe) to establish a standard school start date for systems 
throughout the state.  The Georgia Chamber of Commerce supports this position as a way to both improve student performance 
and increase tourism revenue for the state. 

Legislation has been introduced to incentivize more capital for startup businesses in Georgia.  The Angel Investor Tax Credit bill - 
introduced as stand-alone legislation, HB 1001, and as part of the JOBS Act, HB 1023 - would offer an income tax credit for inves-
tors who help create jobs in Georgia by providing capital for startup companies.  

Legislative News  
Georgia Chamber Board member and former State Representative Hardie Davis was elected to the State Senate last week in a 
special election to fill the term of former Senator and Board member Ed Tarver, who was appointed to be a U. S. Attorney late last 
year.  

URL: http://www.gachamber.com/article-Feb-8-2010-23422.html 
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Jones Web Designs is a Watkinsville, Georgia based website consultancy owned by Jonathan Jones and his 
wife Catherine Lambert. We are committed to providing excellence in client service, going above and beyond 
to ensure our clientôs satisfaction with our work. Jones Web Designs is dedicated to providing custom, high-
quality website design to businesses, non-profit organizations, and individuals. We commit ourselves to our 
clients and are always available for any questions and concerns they may have.  

Jones Web Designs is committed to our promise: We promise to only give our clients the best designs, the 
most innovative marketing techniques, and the best possible customer service. We believe first and foremost 
in customer satisfaction - thatôs why weôre the best.  

In addition to designing and developing custom sites, we also offer maintenance services, as well as graphic 
design, domain registration and hosting set-up, content management systems, e-commerce solutions, social 
media, internet marketing and search engine optimization. Never will you find us too busy to help in any way 
we can.  

In addition to being a member of the Oconee County Chamber of Commerce, Jones Web Designs is also a 
member of the Web Design and Developers Association, Association of Web Design Professionals, and the 
Web Developers Association of America. We were recently honoured with the 2009 Athens Banner-Herald 
Readersô Choice Award for Graphic Design.  

Our office is located at 29A North Main Street, Suite 2 (red building between Oconee State Bank and the 
Court House). We can be found on the web at www.joneswebdesigns.com and you can reach us by e-mail at 
info@joneswebdesigns.com or by phone at 706-769-6421. We look forward to providing your business the 
web presence it deserves - contact us today to begin a free consultation! 

Spotlight 

Jones Web Designs  

 

  
With offices in downtown Athens, Oconee County, and Greensboro/Lake Oconee, and with attorneys special-
izing in several diverse areas of practice, Blasingame, Burch, Garrard & Ashley, P.C. has the resources and 
the experience necessary to handle a wide range of individual and business legal matters.  The firm has a 
regional presence and reputation; however, local roots and long-standing relationships with the local bar, 
courts, governments and businesses remain the foundation of the law firm. 

The firmôs fundamental purpose is to provide a broad range of exceptional legal services to its clients.  The 
scope of services offered by the firm allows us to meet almost any legal need that our clients may have, 
which enables the firm to foster and develop valuable, long-term relationships with our clients.  Each of our 
clients is regarded as a client of the entire firm, and because of our commitment to this concept, each client 
receives the best legal services available from the entire staff.  The law firmôs size and structure allows the 
firm to handle complex matters, yet provide personal attention to each clientôs individual needs.   

The firm is divided into practice groups, and practice areas include: Real Estate; Business, Tax and Estate 
Planning; Plaintiffsô Litigation; and Insurance Litigation.  Over the decades, our attorneys have developed a 
reputation as innovative counselors and aggressive advocates.  Our attorneys have the proven ability to pro-
vide individually-tailored legal advice and solutions to meet the varying needs and desires of our clients.  
Through its use of the latest technology and its commitment to continuing education, the firm is able to maxi-
mize efficiency and to provide the most advanced and up-to-date legal services to our clients. 

Our attorneys are deeply invested in the communities that have fostered our success over the years ï from 
encouraging participation and support of charitable, civic and service organizations and events, to engaging 
in pro bono work for disadvantaged individuals, churches and not-for-profit corporations and organizations, 
the firm is committed to continued community presence. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bbgbalaw.com  or contact Ms. Noah D. Murdock at 
(706) 354-4000. 
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