OCONEE COUNTY]/ . 0y ome

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | PoBox348
Watkinsville GA
30677
706-769-7947

WWW.0Ccoc.org

E-Newsletter January 11, 2010

Letter from the President

On January 28, 2010 the Oconee Chamber of|| January Committee Meetings
Commerce will be hosting the 2009 Annual Meeting
at the Oconee Civic Center . All Chamber of
Commerce Members are invited to attend an eve- )
ning of 2009 event highlights. We will recognize ||January 12 4pm Board of Directors
volunteers that have served in different roles and )
also recognize the James McClain and Sharon|[January 13 12pm Member Services
Johnson Volunteers of the year.

January 21 4pm Economic Development

The event will begin with a reception at 6:30 and
dinner will be served at 7:00. We are excited to
have as our guest speaker Ms. Dara Barwick
Director, Existing Industry and Regional Recruit-

ment Georgia Department of Economic Develop- February Committee Meetinqs
ment.

January 27 4:30pm Agribusiness

The cost of the Dinner Ticket is $45/person. You

may reserve a table of 8 for $320. February 2 4pm Executive Board

For more information, please contact the Cham-
ber at 706-769-7947. February 2 4:30pm Education/YLO

JR Whitfield

_ February 3 7:45am AM Exchange
President Oconee Chamber of Commerce

February 3 4pm Fall Festival

Wel come to ol

Athens Denistry for Children
Contact: Dr. Brandi Owensby
2470 Daniels Bridge Rd. Suite 231 February 24 4:30pm Agribusiness
Athens Ga 30606

Phone: 706-355-3109

Email: info@athenssmiletree.com

February 10 12pm Member Services

February 18 Economic Development
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TODAY'S BEST COUNTRY... AND ALL YOUR FAVORITES
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Spotlight

Foxb6s Pizza Den

Fox6s Pizza Den is a |l ocally owned and oper a
menu including gour met pizza, <calzones, sal ad
sauce, Alfredo, ranch and BBQ sauces can be matched with a variety of toppings to create a customi

Fox6s maintains a family friendly atmospher g
ment s. Fox6s has carved out a niche working
organi zation/ spirit nights are popular to sup
sales to the group. Discount pricing is available to these groups to help support them.

The Wedgie a signature specialty sandwich f ¢
with your favorite sandwich toppings such as
Tuesday night l'talian Buffet. New for 2010,
the pizza provider for Pump it Up parties!

Il n addition to pizza, FoxO0s offers a variet.y

ads. There is also a wide selection of pastas and entrees, ranging from chicken Alfredo to baked spa
served in generous portions.

Fox6s Pizza Den is | ocated on Hwy 78 1 mil e
Epps Bridge Parkway across from Lowes. Call-68&0220 at Hwy 78 or 70850-7240 at Epps Bridge.
Review the menu atww.foxspizzaoconee.conmDine in, carryout and large order delivery are available,
Fox6s offers a banquet room at Hwy 78 that <ca
available to reserve at Epps Bridge.
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New and exciting changes for 2010!

1. Upon payment of your 2010 renewal or new membership, the Chamber will give yoL
free web link on our website which will take visitors from our site directly to your wel

I a
site.

2. Advertising opportunities in the Ehewsletter! Do you have something special you wauld

like to advertise? We will be able to accommodate you intheeews | et t er .
profitdé advertisement (there are eve
page, $25 for a whole page. However if you are sponsoring a community event (blo
drive, nocost health fair) we will advertise this at no charge.

The ad must be emailed jestess@oconeechamber.oftpese ads should be in a word

document on in jpg form. Ads will not be placed unti receive your payment.

These ads must be prepaid, please send your payment to:

Oconee Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 348
Watkinsville, GA 30677
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/ Chamber Committee Opportunities

If you have been considering joining a committee with the Oconee Chamber, now is a great timg.
Each committee has started or is starting off the new year with annual events and fresh ideas. Plepse
review the committees listed below and see if one of these may fit your schedule or be something ghat
you are interested in being a part of. Not only is this a great way for you to network with other cha
ber members, it is also a way for our community to see your business involved with activities and
events that have an effect on them. Please know that you are invited to join these committees at
time during the year. These committees are not closed, nor or they chosen. All chamber membersjare
welcome to come and participate!

Agribusiness committee:

Meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month. All are welcome to come and be a part of this commit-
tee.

Business Expo committee:
Business Expo will be held on April 22, 2010. The Business Expo committee meets on the 1st

4EOOOCAAU |1 &£ OEA 111 OES8 #1 1 A EITET OEEO Aiii gOOA
lights our local businesses.

Economic Development committee:

The Economic Development committee meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month. If the economic
growth of this community is something you are interested in, please come and join us.

Education YLO committee:

The Education/YLO committee meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 4:30 at the chamber of-
fice. If you have an interest in the education of our children Oconee County, please come and join
this committee.

The Education Committee of the Chamber is pleased to announce a new project: the Oconee
County Institute for Inquiry and Innovation which seeks to inspire inquiry and creativity by offer-
ing young people opportunities for innovation and entrepreneurship.There will be two projects
undertaken to accomplish the mission of the institute First, there will be a countywide FIRST
Robotics Competition Team.Second there will be a countywide SKUNK Works Invention Compe-
tition. Details for both projects will be forthcoming in the coming weeks.

Fall Festival committee:

The Fall Festival committee meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 4:00 in the chamber of-
fice. We invite you to come join this committee and be a part of planning this exciting annual
county event. Our next meeting will be held February 3. We hope to see you there! For more info
please contact Julia Estess at the chamber officélark you calendars for next years festival, Octo-
ber 16, 2010.

Member Services committee

The member services committee is here to help fulfill our mission of providingervice,Events and
Exposurefor you and your businesses. We are in full banquet mode as we work on the annual bar]
guet set for January 28, 2010. Anyone wishing to assist in this process is welcome to join us.
Member Services committee will meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, at noon in the cham{
ber office. We order lunchand- AA O x E E ICAmeshda pgsttottidedheart and soul of the

@mber ~ Member Services! /




20" Annual
Oconee County Chamber of
Business Expo

oOoLaunching new growthémaintai

Thursday, April 22, 2010
4-7 pm
Oconee Civic Center

Chamber Members Non-Members
Standard Booth $175 Standard Booth $275

Premium Booth $300 Premium Booth $400

Business Expo Sponsorships Available: $150

Sponsors will be highlighted at the Business Expo Event and included in the (g
newspaper and publication advertising.

**Limited electricity available*

Call Chamber for booth reservations
7067697947

Athens Regional




Fresh New Year e
Fresh New Benefit Options!

The start of a brand -new year is a great time to consider your employee benefit plans and ask if
yours provide the best value for you and your employees. Most benefit offerings meet the needs of
some, but could be disappointing to others.

With Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Georgiads (BCBH
have what they want and do so without costing the employer any more than they are currently pay-

ing!

Employee Elect is a package of 30 different health benefit plans including HMO, POS, PPO and High -
Deductible Health Plan options. The employer decides how much they are willing to spend per em-

pl oyee, notifies the employees of his or her deci
plan that best meets their needs. Some employees may choose a plan that costs them nothing and

allows premium dollars to be left over for other benefits, such as dental or short term disability in-

surance. Other employees may choose a more expensive plan with richer benefits that requires

them to pay a portion of the premiums, but is the right fit for their family. Regardless, every eligible

SGa
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empl oyee can have what they want or need! The enmpl o

difference, if any.

And the best news is, all BCBSGa small business plans are available at reduced premium rates to
eligible business members of our Chamber of Comme
MemberCare Alliance of Oconee County >, we are part of a statewide network of over 130 Cham-
bers of Commerce offering discounted insurance products to Chamber member businesses. The
MemberCare Alliance of Oconee County  program includes a variety of discounted insurance prod-
ucts, such as: group term, voluntary and dependent life insurance, group dental insurance, group
long term and short term disability, accidental death and dismemberment and long term care insur-
ance.

For more information on these insurance offerings, please call the Chamber, one of your participat-

ing Chamber -member insurance agents, or Purchasing Alliance Solutions, Inc., (the company that
developed MemberCare Alliance of Oconee County  program) at 770 -579-1214 or 1 -800-782-8254
ext. 3515.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Georgia is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and
Blue Shield Association .
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2009 Oconee Chamber Holiday Open House




