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March Committee Welcome New Members
Meetings e Branch Contractors David Branch, Jr.
Economic Development e The Taco Stand Mark Marchand
Wednesday, March 18
4:30 pm Letter From the President
For the last few months the Oconee County of Commerce has been making great strides
Agribusiness in providing new and more efficient ways to get information to our members. We are ex-
cited about our E-newsletter that will be emailed weekly to the membership The website
Wednesday March 25 is always another way for you to stay updated about events at the Chamber.
5:00 pm As Chamber President I would encourage everyone to vote next Tuesday March 17t for

the continuation of SPLOST. The needs of the of Oconee County are considerable and the
one cent merchandise tax would help provide SPLOST funds to meet some of these
Apl'il Committee needs. Over forty percent of this tax comes from our neighbors in surrounding counties
who come to Oconee to dine, purchase groceries and other necessities.

Meetings
. Don’t forget this year’s Business Expo will be held on April 30t at the Oconee County
Fall Festival Civic Center from 4:00-7:00 pm. Our theme is “Oconee -Come Grow with Us”. Our
April 1 local businesses will be showcasing their services and products to Oconee County. This is
4:00 pm an excellent opportunity for you to meet your neighbors and friends in a relaxed atmos-

phere and become more aware of what our businesses have to offer.

Business Expo
April 5
11:30 am

Education
April 7
4:30 pm
Youth Leadership
April 7

5:00 pm

Member Services
April 8

12:00 pm

Economic Development
April 16
4:30 pm

2009 Oconee Area Star Student Winners

L to R: Mark Neufeld (Prince Ave), Mark McClelland (Westminster),
Agribusiness ARFEA STAR WINNER, Diana Cai (North Oconee), Brandon Maffei

(North Oconee), and Eric Perkerson (Athens Academy).
April 22

5:00 pm



2009 Oconee Chamber of Commerce
Calendar of Events

March Time Event Location Sponsor
19th 8:00 am Morning Coffee The Overlook Walton EMC
Town Center
19th 5:15 pm After Hours The Georgia Club Jackson Spalding,
The Georgia Club, Walton EMC
19th 7:00 pm REGION STAR The Holiday Inn Oconee Chamber of Commerce
Banquet Athens PAGE
26t 4:30 pm Ribbon Cutting First Georgia Bank Oconee Chamber of Commerce
5:30 pm After Hours Shish-ka-bobbys Rotary Club
April Time Event Location Sponsor
9th 8:00 am Morning Coffee New Senior Oconee County
Center Government
26th 5:00 After Hours First Georgia Bank Oconee/Clark Chambers
30th 4:00 pm 7 Oconee Civic Oconee Chamber of
7:00 pm Business Expo Center Commerce
M ay Time Event Location Sponsor
21st 8:00 am Morning Coffee 4EA ' OAUOI | Norm & Faye Grayson
2]st 5:00 pm After Hours AT&T Grand Opening | Oconee Chamber of Commerce
(Epps Bridge Road) Athens-Clarke Chamber of Com-
merce
22nd 7:00 pm Chamber Golf Tourna- Lane Creek Oconee Chamber of Commerce
ment Golf Course
June Time Event Location Sponsor
11th 8:00 am Morning Coffee Reddy Medical Arts Reddy Medical Arts
Ctr.
August Time Event Location Sponsor
11th 8:00 am Morning Coffee Spring Hill Suites Motel Enterprises
October Time Event Location Sponsor
17th 9:00 am -4:00 | Fall Festival Rocket Field Oconee Chamber of Commerce
pm Watkinsville
19th 8:00 am Morning Coffee TBA Oconee County School System
December | Time Event Location Sponsor
19th 8:00 am Morning Coffee TBA Oconee County School System
TBA 5:00 pm - Holiday Open House Chamber Office Oconee Chamber of Commerce
7:00 pm




On March 17th, Oconee County residents will vote on a six-year, $40.4 million special-
purpose and local option sales tax initiative. We urge voters to vote "yes" on SPLOST as itis a
cost-effective way of completing local projects for the benefit of our county. It does not raise
anyone's property tax or create any extra taxes. It only means the extra penny that goes to
SPLOST now will continue to do so, only to be spent on different needs.

SPLOST is not a new tax, but more of a tax renewal. It is an extension of what we are
already paying. While no one likes paying taxes, SPLOST is a consumption tax that
spreads the burden across everyone, including visitors to our county. Everyone who
decides to spend some money in our county puts a little money into SPLOST. This is
especially important as it is estimated that around 40% of the money paid into
SPLOST will come from people who live outside Oconee County. And if the SPLOST
vote fails, we are still going to pay for these items. County officials would have to bor-
row money or raise our property taxes.

Our needs are considerable. Oconee County is a growing county that, in many places,
has outgrown its infrastructure. This SPLOST will address many needs, including;:

1 - Resurfacing and paving county roads as well as repairing bridges
2 - Paying of the remaining debt for Herman C. Michael Park and the County Jail

3 - Water and sewer projects - increasing sewer lines throughout the county and in-
creasing the capacity of the Calls Creek waste treatment plant

4 - Farmland protection

5 - Infrastructure needs of the cities in our county (each city would receive funds to
address their individual needs)

6 - Emergency facilities and equipment

We need these infrastructure improvements in our county now. Yes, times are tough
and authorizing taxes is difficult to do, but we need to prepare for the economic recov-
ery and have our infrastructure needs in place. SPLOST is necessary and isn’t a penny
on the dollar a small price to pay to help make Oconee County great?

Vote YES for SPLOST
March 17th




