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e Mission .
S Statement: |||

?1‘:: The Chamber

“u - will foster an

ity of life and
pride in our
community
through exist- |||
ing and new
alliances to Promoting you to almost 300 area businesses in the membership.
support eco- |||

enhanced qual- |||

The Oconee County Chamber of Commerce is offering several levels of sponsor-
ship opportunities. There are numerous benefits to becoming a sponsor with the cham-

nomic growth
throughout
Oconee County
and surround- |||
ing areas.

Gaining you exposure to key decision makers within those businesses.

Letting you show your support for the local business community.

Putting your business in front of the community at local events.

||| Please consider supporting the Oconee County Chamber of Commerce with an annual
sponsorshipd and get the benefits of putting your business in front of the most influ-
ential business leaders.

Inside this
issue: |||

Sponsorship includes advertising with the following annual events: Business Expo,

Chamber 2 Golf Tournament, Ag Day, Fall Festival, Farm City Tour, Annual Meeting.
Membership |||
2

. . For more information on becoming a sponsor, please contact the chamber at (706)
‘ Uncoming 769-7947
AR Events '

N
Xt N Walton EMC 3 ||| ;
2 Sk I N A S LS
W s coffee
Jo Sl poster Contest 3 ||| The Oconee County Chamber of Commerce is prou|to Il
Py U Winners sponsor the A.M. Exchange. v

Legislative 4 ||| + The purest form of networking in your community.

Calendar > + Opportunity to promote your business.
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A Great Time for Chamber Membership

In the midst of the economic
recession it may seem like a chal-
lenging time to gain new members
and retain existing members. Many
businesses may be hesitant to spend
money on something that is not a
inecessity. o Wh
wise judgement must not be thrown
out, research has shown that those
that keep themselves visible during
economic recessions maintain and
even increase their sales after the
recession is over. Chamber mem-
bership may be the perfect return
on their investment during these
hard times.

An article published by the Whar-
ton School of the University of
Pennsylvania, cited a McGraw Hill
Research study that looked at over
600 companies from 1980-1985.
They found that

which chose to maintain or raise
their level of advertising expendi-
tures during the 1981 and 1982 re-

ing, events, consumer leads,
business information, etc) but
also targeted advertising oppor-

cession had significantly tunities.
higher sales after the econ- _ o
omy recovered. Specifi- sCompanies || In addition, members may
dally, comparties thakadvér- that advertise their businesses
tised aggressively during the | consistently Fhru gt DSl mb posf[-
recession had sales 256% advertise ings and events' (more _mfo
higher than those that did even durin SEELIE U R ICh
not continue g Epl;orpolt_e gheenpnglal, Ap
recessions ryday life of a member
ACompani es t perform Ebusimess and will gain
tently advertise even during el world-wide exposure just
recessions perform better in ~ || by being listed on our
the | ong runflongrun. 6 et

Key off of this advertising
statistic to promote the dual value of
money spent on chamber member-
ship. Chamber membership provides
not only special member benefits

(Repess 1 Aher MEMPELs; NPk

Chamber membership is a
great way for members to re-
ceive double value on money
spentd member benefits and
website advertising all-in-one.
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Upcoming Events and Meetings

March Events

March 24 & 2:00 pm Ribbon
Cutting at The Taco Stand,
Watkinsville, Ga.

March 26 i 4:30 pm Ribbon
Cutting at First Georgia
Banking Company, Bogart Ga.

March 26 i 5:30 pm
Business After Hours at

Watkinsville.

Shish-ka-b o b by 6 s, (

Featured Events

May 22 6 7:00am Chamber
Golf Tournament, Lane Creek.

~

October 17 A 8:00 am

Scarecrow 5K road race.

~

October 17 i 9:00am

Scarecrow 1 mile Fun Run.

~

October 17 i 9:00am-
4:00pm 36th Annual Fall Fes-
ownt own

tival, Historic downtown

Watkinsville.

Committee Meetings

March 25 & 5:00pm Agribusi-
ness.

April 1

4:00pm Fall Festival

~

April 2 A 11:30am Business
Expo

~

April 7 A 4:30pm Education

April 7 0 5:00pm Youth Leader-
ship.

April 8 fi 12:00 pm Member
Services
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Morning Coffee sponsored by

Walton EMC

protect Your Home £
Security systems

designed for your home.
Monitoring for
‘existing systems

Front leftright: Jennifer Brown, Cindy Haddon
Back leftright: Hal Brady, Howard Turner, Tony Purcell,
Deborah Purcell.

The Oconee County Chamber of
Commerce held their monthly cof-
fee atThe Overlook in Town Cen-
ter, located in downtown Watkins-
ville. The coffee was sponsored by
Walton EMC. There were 80 people
in attendance.

Sponsoring a Morning Coffee or Af-
ter Hours is a great opportunity to
network and spotlight your business.

For More information on sponsoring
please contact the chamber at (706)
-769-7947.

Business Expo Poster Contest Winners

Each year the Oconee Chamber of
Commerce sponsors a Business
Expo poster contest with Oconee
County High and North Oconee
High. With the help of Susan Bur-
ger, graphic arts teacher, both
school sd student s
opportunity to use their graphic

arts skills to create a promotional
poster. Susan Burger uses this as a
lesson to teach the students on how
to market their own products.

The participation this year was
great with forty -three artists sub-
mitting entries .

This years winner is James Bennett
from Oconee County High.

L 8R: Susan Burger, James Bennett, Daniel Black, Alex Caffrey
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Georgia Chamber of Commerce
Legislative Update

The 2009 Georgia Chamber of
merce legislative session is exg
to conclude on April 3. To date
2,249 bills and resolutions have
filed this year in the General As
bly.

Taxation and Business Incen-
tives:

orhe Jobs Opportunity and Bus
cessActof 800 r 0J OB
cleared the House of Represen
and will soon be considered by
Senate Finance CommkiBet81
ancHB 482 supported by the Ge

gia Chamber of Commerce, pas

by large margins in the House.
together, the bills provide tax crf
for new employees hired, repeq
state inventory tax, eliminate st
collected sales tax deposits and
pend incorporation fees.

HB438andHB439 or'he Businesy
Expansi omr Supp

to tax credits available to busing
in Georgia.
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sfEeLious nuisance lawsuits, pas

)
makes a variety of favorable chan

B-2130 protect manufacturers f

Senate: oOlrresg

beenufacturer shall not be held li
don-the manufacture of a product

leged to be defective based on tl
of market share or enterprise, or
theories of industwde liability. Ir-
respective of privity, a manufactu

adyeriict alleged to be defective

rom cial institution which charge
sed tifee for cashing a check dray
e cstich mstitutionf shap e ielig
ablet o serve as
IoriéEﬁZs a state mandate on ¢
Hthefdin businesses that require
tain insurance services to p

rer gflaims within 15 working da
sha/pubmission and would estal
penalties for failure to ¢

d

N

i

ot pedhelgliable foga public
L Avisance based on theorid - ply.
; ark your
ner thoorcs of sy |cdendar |+ SB16R govermen:
: : ST mandate requiring priva
owi de [ iabili Spring GAC 1 |, sinesses to cover ne
’ngjoppinq New govern- meeting at costly treatments for au
T?Kgﬁ‘t Mandates on Busi- SS1, June 24 tism, was tabled on the
ew s Congressional | floor of the Senate.
| the Luncheon,
ate  NeitheHB37nor August 18, e  SB245Another gov-
susHB290 (bills require ad Perry. ernment mandate bill or
ditional government private insurance plans

mandated employee leave ar

ajse the.minimum wage, res
T {aisealempimum wag
egvely) passed, failed to clear

HB673Failed to pass committ

d to Wwould require voluntary, em
ec- ployeeprovided, privataarket
om-4dnsurance plans pay for mar
orally administered cancer r
cation treatments. Bill was |

€€. committee.
oNo

The bill si mp

y stated:

For more info call (706)769

Advertise Here
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Calendar of Events

March Time Event Location Sponsor
24th 2:00am The Taco Stand 2131 Hog Mtn. Rd. | Oconee Chamber of Commerce
Watkinsville
26t 5:30 pm After Hours Shish-ka-bobbys Rotary Club
Town Center
April Time Event Location Sponsor
oth 8:00 am Morning Coffee New Senior Oconee County
Center Government
30t 4:00 pmz Business Expo Oconee Civic Oconee Chamber of
7:00 pm Center Commerce
May Time Event Location Sponsor
21st 8:00 am Morning Coffee Norm Grayson Norm Grayson
21st 5:00 pm After Hours AT&T Grand Open- | Oconee Chamber of Commerce
ing (Epps Bridge Athens-Clarke Chamber of Com-
Road) merce
22nd 7:00 pm Chamber Golf Tour- | Lane Creek Oconee Chamber of Commerce
nament Golf Course
August Time Event Location Sponsor
11t 8:00 am Morning Coffee Spring Hill Suites Motel Enterprises




