
     The Oconee County Chamber of Commerce is offering several levels of sponsor-

ship opportunities. There are numerous benefits to becoming a sponsor with the cham-

ber. 

Promoting you to almost 300 area businesses in the membership. 

Gaining you exposure to key decision makers  within those businesses. 

Letting you show your support for the local business community. 

Putting your business in front of the community at local events. 

Please consider supporting the Oconee County Chamber of Commerce with an annual 

sponsorshipð and get the benefits of putting your business in front of the most influ-

ential business leaders.   

Sponsorship includes advertising with the following annual events: Business Expo, 

Golf Tournament, Ag Day, Fall Festival, Farm City Tour, Annual Meeting. 

For more information on becoming a sponsor, please contact the chamber at         (706)

-769-7947. 

Annual Sponsorship Opportunities  
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The Oconee County Chamber of Commerce is proud to  

sponsor the A.M. Exchange.                                        

The purest form of networking in your community. 

Opportunity to promote your business. 

Plan to join us Wednesday, April 1, 7:45am-9:00am. 

Reservations required, space is limited. 



A Great Time for Chamber Membership  
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     In the midst of the economic 

recession it may seem like a chal-

lenging time to gain new members 

and retain existing members. Many 

businesses may be hesitant to spend 

money on something that is not a 

ñnecessity.ò While moderation and 

wise judgement must not be thrown 

out, research has shown that those 

that keep themselves visible during 

economic recessions maintain and 

even increase their sales after the 

recession is over.  Chamber mem-

bership may be the perfect return 

on their investment during these 

hard times.  

An article published by the Whar-

ton School of the University of 

Pennsylvania, cited a McGraw Hill 

Research study that looked at over 

600 companies from 1980-1985. 

They found that ñthose businesses 

which chose to maintain or raise 

their level of advertising expendi-

tures during the 1981 and 1982 re-

cession had significantly 

higher sales after the econ-

omy  recovered. Specifi-

cally, companies that adver-

tised aggressively during the 

recession had sales 256% 

higher than those that did 

not continue to advertise.ò 

ñCompanies that consis-

tently advertise even during 

recessions perform better in 

the long run.ò 

Key off of this advertising 

statistic to promote the dual value of 

money spent on chamber member-

ship. Chamber membership provides 

not only special member benefits 

(access to other members, network-

ing, events, consumer leads, 

business information, etc) but 

also targeted advertising oppor-

tunities. 

In addition, members may 

advertise their businesses 

thru Hot Deals, job post-

ings and events (more info 

to come on this) all which 

promote the normal, eve-

ryday life of a member 

business and will gain 

world-wide exposure just 

by being listed on our 

website. 

Chamber membership is a 

great way for members to re-

ceive double value on money 

spentðmember benefits and 

website advertising all-in-one.   

Featured Events  

May 22 ð 7:00am Chamber 

Golf Tournament, Lane Creek.  

October 17 ñ 8:00 am   

Scarecrow 5K road race.  

October 17 ñ 9:00am    

Scarecrow 1 mile Fun Run. 

October 17 ñ 9:00am-

4:00pm 36th Annual Fall Fes-

tival, Historic downtown 

Watkinsville.  

 Committee Meetings  

March 25 ð 5:00pm Agribusi-

ness. 

April 1 -  4:00pm Fall Festival  

April 2 ñ 11:30am Business 

Expo 

April 7 ñ 4:30pm Education  

April 7 ð 5:00pm Youth Leader-

ship. 

April 8 ñ 12:00 pm Member 

Services  

March Events  

March 24 ð 2:00 pm Ribbon 

Cutting at The Taco Stand, 

Watkinsville, Ga.  

March 26 ñ 4:30 pm  Ribbon 

Cutting at  First Georgia 

Banking Company, Bogart Ga. 

March 26 ñ 5:30 pm         

Business After Hours at 

Shish-ka-bobbyõs, downtown        

Watkinsville.                                         

Upcoming Events and Meetings  

òCompanies 

that 

consistently 

advertise 

even during 

recessions 

perform 

better in the 

long run .ó 



 

Business Expo Poster Contest Winners  

Morning Coffee sponsored by                                         

Walton EMC 

Front left-right: Jennifer Brown, Cindy Haddon                                   

Back left-right:  Hal Brady, Howard Turner, Tony Purcell,     

Deborah Purcell. 

The Oconee County Chamber of 

Commerce held their monthly cof-

fee at The Overlook in Town Cen-

ter, located in downtown Watkins-

ville.  The coffee was sponsored by 

Walton EMC. There were 80 people 

in attendance.  

Sponsoring a Morning Coffee or Af-

ter Hours is a great opportunity to 

network and spotlight your business. 

For More information on sponsoring 

please contact the chamber at  (706)

-769-7947. 

L ðR:  Susan Burger, James Bennett, Daniel Black, Alex Caffrey . 

Each year the Oconee Chamber of 

Commerce sponsors a Business 

Expo poster contest with Oconee 

County High and North Oconee 

High. With the help of Susan Bur-

ger, graphic arts teacher, both 

schoolsõ students have a real world 

opportunity to use their graphic 

arts skills to create a promotional 

poster. Susan Burger uses this as a 

lesson to teach the students on how 

to market their own products.  

The participation this year was 

great with forty -three artists sub-

mitting entries .  

This years winner is James Bennett 

from Oconee County High.  

E-News  Page 3  
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Advertise Here  

For more info call (706)769 -7947  

SB 213 to protect manufacturers from 

specious nuisance lawsuits, passed the 

Senate: òIrrespective of privity, a 

manufacturer shall not be held liable 

for the manufacture of a product al-

leged to be defective based on theories 

of market share or enterprise, or other 

theories of industry-wide liability. Ir-

respective of privity, a manufacturer of 

a product alleged to be defective shall 

not be held liable for a public 

nuisance based on theories of 

market share of enterprise, or 

other theories of industry-

wide liability.ó 

Stopping New govern-

ment Mandates on Busi-

ness:                                

Neither HB37 nor 

HB290  (bills require ad-

ditional government-

mandated employee leave and to 

raise the minimum wage, respec-

tively) passed, failed to clear com-

mittee. 

HB673 Failed to pass committee. 

The bill simply stated: òNo finan-

cial institution which charges a 

fee for cashing a check drawn on 

such institution shall be eligible 

to serve as a state depository. ò 

SB62 is a state mandate on cer-

tain businesses that require cer-

tain insurance services to pay 

claims within 15 working days of 

submission and would establish 

penalties for failure to com-

ply.  

SB161 a government 

mandate requiring private 

businesses to cover new and 

costly treatments for au-

tism, was tabled on the 

floor of the Senate.  

  SB245  Another gov-

ernment mandate bill on 

private insurance plans, 

would require voluntary, em-

ployee-provided, private-market 

insurance plans pay for mandated 

orally administered cancer medi-

cation treatments. Bill was left in 

committee. 

The 2009 Georgia Chamber of Com-

merce legislative session is expected 

to conclude on April 3.  To date, 

2,249 bills and resolutions have been 

filed this year in the General Assem-

bly.  

Taxation and Business Incen-

tives:  

òThe Jobs Opportunity and Business Suc-

cess Act of 2009ó or òJOBS Actó has 

cleared the House of Representatives 

and will soon be considered by the 

Senate Finance Committee. HB 481 

and HB 482, supported by the Geor-

gia Chamber of Commerce, passed 

by large margins in the House. Taken 

together, the bills provide tax credits 

for new employees hired, repeal the 

state inventory tax, eliminate state-

collected sales tax deposits and sus-

pend incorporation fees. 

HB438 and HB439  òThe Business 

Expansion Support Actó or òBEST Actó - 

makes a variety of favorable changes 

to tax credits available to businesses 

in Georgia.  

Georgia Chamber of  Commerce 

Legislative Update  

Mark your 

calendar:  

Spring GAC 

meeting at 

SSI, June 24.  

Congressional 

Luncheon, 

August 18, 

Perry.  



Calendar of  Events 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

March  Time Event Location Sponsor 

24th  
  

2:00am The Taco Stand 2131 Hog Mtn. Rd. 
Watkinsville 

Oconee Chamber of Commerce 
  

26 th  5:30 pm After Hours Shish-ka-bobbys 
Town Center 

Rotary Club 

April  Time Event Location Sponsor 

9th  8:00 am Morning Coffee New Senior 
Center 

Oconee County 
Government 

30 th  4:00 pm ɀ 
7:00 pm 

Business Expo Oconee Civic 
Center 

Oconee Chamber of 
Commerce 

May Time Event Location Sponsor 

21st 8:00 am Morning Coffee Norm Grayson Norm Grayson 

21st 5:00 pm After Hours AT&T Grand Open-
ing (Epps Bridge 
Road) 

Oconee Chamber of Commerce 
Athens-Clarke Chamber of Com-
merce 

22nd 7:00 pm Chamber Golf Tour-
nament 

Lane Creek 
Golf Course 

Oconee Chamber of Commerce 

August  Time Event Location Sponsor 

11 th  8:00 am Morning Coffee Spring Hill Suites Motel Enterprises 


