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AM Exchange  

Are you looking for new ways to promote 

your business? Do you want to meet 

other business owners and have a chance 

to tell them about your company?  Then 

AM EXCHANGE is just the place for you!  

AM EXCHANGE is an opportunity for you 

to promote your business up close and 

personally!  Attendees are divided into 

small groups and each person is given 90 

seconds to share their story. Then new 

small groups are made 2 or 3 more times. 

By the end of the hour you will meet  

everyone in the room! 

This is the time to tell a room full of other 

businesses about your company.  

§ What your business does that is  

different from others  

§ Where you are located  

§ What GREAT customer service you 

provide  

This is a hands-on networking opportu-

nity, be sure to bring LOTS of business 

cards, brochures, and samples are always 

welcome.  

AM EXCHANGE meets the first Wednes-

day of each month at the Chamber office 

from 7:45am until 9:00am. The Oconee 

Chamber provides coffee, water and     

sodas and the monthly sponsors provide 

a light breakfast.                              

(Sponsorships are available.) 

We hope to see you at the next                      

AM EXCHANGE on June 2. 

Welcome New Member 

 

§ The Tax Shelter                                  

Ken Lill                                               

630 Hawthorne Ave.                         

Athens GA 30606                                   

(706)353-1711                                  

klill@thetaxshelter.com 

mailto:klill@thetaxshelter.com
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Spotlight  

Oconee Construction Services  

Small Company ð Big Experience  

     Oconee Construction Services is a small, locally owned, full service construction company 

perfectly suited for the construction needs of the Oconee County and Athens area.  OCS is a 

licensed General Contractor with the State of Georgia.  This means they are authorized to build 

everything from home renovations to multimillion dollar commercial buildings.  They are ex-

perienced in medical/dental, industrial, retail, office, restaurant, hospitality and residential pro-

jects. OCS performs work as a General Contractor or as a Construction Manager.  They can take 

your project from concept to operation, act as your ownerõs representative to assist and advise 

you, perform turn -key design-build projects, or just build from your plans.  

 

     After spending over 20 years each gaining invaluable experience and expertise working for 

large construction companies, in 2003 Charlie Vill and Keith Young started Oconee Construc-

tion Services.  Over the last 7 years they have established themselves as a proactive, creative, 

and essential member of their clientõs project teams. They have been chosen to construct   

multiple projects for well known owners such as Reynolds Plantation, Atlanta GasLight, and the 

University of Georgia.  The fact that these owners are repeat clients is evidence of the value 

that OCS brings to each of their projects. Along with constructing projects for large clients, 

OCS has been the contractor of choice for numerous small òmom & popó businesses.  Whether 

you are building one tenant space or ten buildings ð OCS gives you the same personal service, 

expertise, and dedication to help you get the most for your construction dollars.  

 

     Get the experience and personal service you deserve ð call Oconee Construction Services 

for all of your Residential and Commercial Construction needs. OCS offers free consultations 

and free conceptual estimates to chamber members!  They invite you to visit their website at 

www.OconeeConstruction.com or call them at 706-485-0418. 

http://www.OconeeConstruction.com


CALENDAR 

JUNE  

 

 

3 

 

10  

After Hours                           
5:15pmï 7:00pm                         
Big Dogs on the River              
2525 Atlanta Hwy                       
Athens 

 

17  

Morning Coffee                      
8:00amï 9:00am                       
Foxôs Pizza Den                        
1850 Epps Bridge Pkwy             
Athens 

Political Forum                         

7:00pmð9:00pm                     

North Oconee High Auditorium 

Silver Sponsors  

Bronze Sponsors  

Ribbon Cutting                         
10am                                          
Heritage Park Horse Trails               
543 Macon Hwy                              

 

8 

Joint After Hours                  
Oconee & Clarke                       
5:15pm-7pm                                
Ashford Manor Bed & Breakfast    
5 Hardin Hill Rd.                      
Watkinsville 

 

17  

Oconee Chamber                    
New Member Orientation              
4:00pm                                        
55 Nancy Dr./Chamber Office  

 

22  

 
JUNE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

2 -  4:00 Fall Festival  

3 - 11:30 Business Expo 

8 - 4:00 Board of Directors  

9 - 12:00 Member Services  

15 -  4:30 Education/YLO  

23 -  5:00 Agribusiness  

http://www.oconeechamber.org/Home.6.0.html?&no_cache=1&tx_macinabanners_pi1%5bbanneruid%5d=15


Small Business Week Article:  for May 23-29, 2010 

HELPING GEORGIAõS SMALL BUSINESSES CREATE BIG ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IMPACT 

By Mary Ellen McClanahan 

Director, Community & External Alliances 

Georgia Department of Economic Development 

 

Small business is big business in Georgia.  Of the stateõs 700,000-plus incorporated businesses, 95 percent employ fewer than 50 peo-

ple and 87 percent employ less than five.  So helping small businesses grow and become vibrant members of the state economy is a 

critical part of the Georgia Department of Economic Development (GDEcD)õs mission. 

 

For more than seven years, GDEcD has been serving Georgiaõs small businesses, instituting and fine-tuning resources, accessibility, 

incentives and legislation, not just during National Small Business Week, but throughout the year. Some of the direct resources and 

services we provide include: 

Existing Business Support:  Project managers living in and serving our 12 regions call on more than 1300 growing companies per 

year, bringing resources and pertinent information to help them grow.  

Export Services:  Our team of international trade representatives brings global insight and connections to more than 800 companies 

a year ð 86 percent of which employ fewer than 100 people.   

Military Defense Opportunities:  We focus on increasing the number of Georgia products/services used on Georgia military bases. 

Innovation/Entrepreneurial Advancement: Our Centers of Innovation house industry-specific experts who connect high-growth po-

tential companies with academic research and expertise, resources for new products and services, commercialization, investor 

preparation and grant matching.  

 

GDEcD also offers direct business-to-business opportunities such as: 

The Supplier Match program, which identifies Georgia companies for potential supplier opportunities. 

The Mentor Protégé Connection, in which large corporations mentor small, emerging companies for one year. 

The Creative Economies initiative, offering free partner/supplier match and marketing opportunities for the artisan community. 

A small business directory developed for the film and entertainment industry. 

Where can you go for the help you need? www.georgia.org/smallbusiness is a vast resource containing the ABCs of starting a busi-

ness, financial assistance, tax credit information, expansion resources, procurement, resources for women and minorities, and net-

works for innovative entrepreneurs with high-growth potential.   

We have also helped facilitate incentives and legislation directly benefiting small businesses. For example:  

Small Business Tax Relief:  A business may write off $102,000 for capital investments of less than $410,000; for greater investments, 

the tax write off is reduced dollar for dollar. 

Small Business Reimbursements:  A business employing fewer than 50 people is eligible to receive $250 (up to $1250) per certified 

Work Ready individual hired to assist with hiring and training costs (www.gaworkready.org). 

Entrepreneur & Small Business Loan Guarantee:  50 percent loan guarantee for businesses located in specified rural communities 

(www.onegeorgia.org/programs/esb). 

R&D Tax Credits: Emerging companies can apply the credit to offset payroll withholding. 

$500 Bonus Tax Credit: a one-time tax credit for job creation; available through 2011 

Georgia currently ranks number one in the U.S. for entrepreneurship due to two key factors:  1) having the highest number of start -

ups per capita and 2) Georgiaõs Entrepreneur Friendly initiative.  

 

 
  

http://www.georgia.org/smallbusiness
http://www.gaworkready.org
http://www.onegeorgia.org/programs/esb


HELPING GEORGIAõS SMALL BUSINESSES CREATE BIG ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IMPACT 

The Entrepreneur Friendly program is a model founded by and unique to Georgia in which communities make a concerted push to 

better equip themselves with the supportive resources local entrepreneurs and small businesses need.  Fully 81 percent of Georgiaõs 

communities have been designated òEntrepreneur Friendly,ó and hundreds of new business support opportunities have been gener-

ated by this effort, along with many new partnership offers such as the Small Business Development Centerõs Max Series on busi-

ness education.   

The Department of Economic Development continues to assist entrepreneurs and small businesses in Georgiaõs communities with 

strategic planning, professional development and frequent news blasts with resources and business opportunities.  We are also for-

tunate to be able to share critical information with thousands of companies through our strong relationships with business associa-

tions throughout the state. 

By working directly with entrepreneurs, small business owners and the leadership in communities throughout Georgia, GDEcD 

continuously works in strategic ways to provide the backing these businesses need to be successful in Georgia.  Small business is 

truly the heart of Georgiaõs economy, and allows Georgia to continue to be a global competitor in markets around the world. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  

Mary Ellen McClanahan, Director, Community & External Alliances 

Georgia Department of Economic Development 

404 962 4820 or memcclanahan@georgia.org 

2010 Youth Leadership Graduation 

Congratulations to the 2010 Youth Leadership Class -  Nick Adams, Reeves Broussard, Julia Cochran, Nick Faulkner, 

Caroline Guest, Jamie Kennedy, Hannah Kim, Ansley McAllister, Anna McAllister, Paul Mitchell, Megan North, Alex 

Pate, Allie Petersen, Natalie Rhodes, Jordan Richardson, Chris Rogero, Mark Sanders, Allison Skinner, Simone Smith, 

Lucy Squires, Clay Tanner, Ben Thaxton, Holli Varnadore, Kait Walker, and Jason Wright (these names are not listed 

in order of the picture). Many thanks to Tammy Gilliand, Robyn Adams, and Alex Hallow for their time in guiding the 

future leaders of our community.  

mailto:memcclanahan@georgia.org

