
 

 

 

I want to take this opportunity to extend my thanks 
to all of the Chamber volunteers, my office staff,  
Julia Estess and Zoe Gattie, both past and present 
chairmen of the Chamber board and members of 
the board who have served unselfishly and worked 
with me to accomplish the mission of the Chamber 
during the last four years.  While this list is not 
exhaustive, we should be proud of these accom-

plishments: 

 

Initiated the AM Exchange Program in 2008. 

Made improvements to 55 Nancy Drive which included new paint, flooring, up-

grades to computer systems, etc. 

Joined with the county to promote passage of the first beer and wine ordinance. 

Continued the Fall Festival tradition and increased revenue to support chamber 

activities. 

Initiated an annual member-guest golf tournament as an additional fund raiser. 

Collaborated with the Athens/Clarke Chamber of Commerce to sponsor and 

annual visit to the Georgia Legislature to voice the concerns and needs of our 

county. 

Expanded opportunities for aspiring youth and adult leaders to receive training 

through our Adult and Youth Leadership programs. 

Promoted economic development at the local, regional, and state level. 

As we look towards the future, there are many opportunities for growth and change in the 
Chamber. I look forward to being involved and supporting the new president as he 
makes his contributions. 
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Charles Grimes to Retire as President of             
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