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Mission
Statement:

The Chamber
will foster an
enhanced
guality of life
and pride in
our commu-
nity through
existing and
new alliances
to support
economic
growth
throughout
Oconee
County and
surrounding
areas.
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OCONEE COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ANNOUNCES NEW
PRESIDENT

Howard J. "J.R." Whitfield of Wat-
kinsville has been named the new
president of the Oconee County Chamber of Commerce.

\Whitfield until a month ago worked for Harbin Lumber Co. as a regional
sales manager. He worked in the building industry for three decades,
with W I Iliams Brothers and with
month he has worked for Bulldog Sporting Goods.

oWe are pleased that Mr. Whittfi el
eander ship at the Oconee Counithwy
Lewis of Georgia Power, the current chairman of the chamber board of
di rectors. OWe believe that with
for the local community, he can be a key leader in continuing smart
growth in Oconee. O

Whitfield has |ived in the county
degree In business administration from the University of Georgia.

Whitfield served as president of the Oconee County High School Warrior
Booster Club for more than a decade. In 2004 he was awarded the Oconeeg
County Rotary Club Humanitarian Award. He is an associate council
member of the Athens Area Homebuilders Association and serves on the
Oconee County Recreation and Cultural Affairs Board.

Current President Charles Grimes will remain in his position until April
10 when his four-year stint will come to an end. He announced his retire-
ment a few months ago. He will assist Whitfield in the transition period.







