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All Chamber Members 

are invited to the                         

Oconee Chamber 

Holiday Open House 

Wednesday 

December 16th 

Drop-In 4:00ñ6:00 pm 

Chamber Office 

AM Exchange  

Wednesday  December 2  

7:45 amñ 9:00 am  

Chamber Board Room  

§ The purest form of networking in your community  

§ Opportunity to promote your business  

§   Bring business cards and you will get 90 seconds to 
speak about your business.         

§ Reservations required, space is limited . 

Email Zoe for your reservation at                                                           
zgattie@occoc.org  

Question of The Week? 

What is the name of the company that 

developed the chamber member 

health care program that is now     

offered by the Oconee  Chamber? 

 

The answer is in this newsletter. The first 
person to reply correctly to Zoe at            

zgattie@occoc.org will win a special prize!  

mailto:zgattie@occoc.org
mailto:zgattie@occoc.org


Get the Best of Both Worlds with 

Innovative Insurance Product! 

     Employees want choices in health insurance benefits to meet their individual needs.  Additionally, business Owners 

need help now as much as ever with keeping their costs under control. 

     Enter Employee Elect, a product developed by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Georgia (BCBSGa*) that provides a wel-

come solution to the needs and wants of both employeeôs and employerôs alike! 

     Under the Employee Elect product, an employer can decide how much money they wish to spend on coverage, then 

each employee chooses the product(s) that work best for their situation from a list of 30 different medical insurance 

plans.  In this way, each eligible employee can have the best plan to suit them! 

     Since this is a revolutionary product model which most people do not know exists, there is an opportunity for saavy 

business owners to gain a hiring and retention advantage over their competitorsô with this product.  

     In addition, all the BCBSGa plan options are available at reduced premium rates to eligible business members of our 

Chamber of Commerce!  Through the group ñbuying powerò of the MemberCare Alliance of Oconee CountySM, we are 

part of a statewide network of over 130 Chambers of Commerce offering discounted insurance products to Chamber 

member businesses.  The MemberCare Alliance of Oconee County program includes a variety of discounted insurance 

products, such as: group term, voluntary and dependent life insurance, group dental insurance, group long term and short 

term disability, accidental death and dismemberment and long term care insurance.  

     For more information on these insurance offerings, please call the Oconee Chamber, or Purchasing Alliance           

Solutions, Inc., (the company that developed MemberCare Alliance of Oconee County program) at 770-579-1214 or 1-

800-782-8254  ext. 3515. 

 *An independent licensee of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. 

 

 
 

Looking for something quick and affordable for lunch?  Looking for variety and a delicious dinner to 
bring home?  Are family and friends gathering for a relaxed meal?  As our name suggests, we are an       
express restaurant with dine in or take out.  Our menu is full of great deals, with prices ranging from $4.25 
to $10.95.  Our entrees include steak, chicken, shrimp, salmon or tilapia and all entrees come with fried 
rice and grilled mixed vegetables.  We also have variety of fried rice bowls and appetizers.  All fried rice and   
entrée orders are also served with Japanese onion soup and 2 sauces of your choice (ginger, hot, teriyaki 
and our famous yellow). Monday through Friday from 11:00am- 2:00pm, you can enjoy our Fried Rice 
Mania Specials: Chicken Fried Rice $3.95, Vegetable Fried Rice $3.25 and Ultimate Fried Rice (steak, 
chicken and shrimp) $6.25, no coupon needed!  We also have daily specials that include soup, drink and 
salad.   With the holidays just around the corner, we have gift cards for your holiday needs. We can also 
easily accommodate large orders for your holiday party and may be able to deliver big orders to your    
location.  We are located in the Publix Shopping Center at Butlerõs Crossing in Watkinsville. We are    
honored to serve everyone in the Oconee and surrounding areas and thankful for all the support and 
warmth you all have shown us in our first year of business.  We hope that you have Happy Holidays, and 
you will continue to support us.  Thank You!         

 

INOKO EXPRESS WATKINSVILLE 

2061 Experiment Station Rd. Watkinsville 

(706)769-7088 

Spotlight 

Inoko Express ðWatkinsville 



Corporate Silver Sponsors 

Chamber Committee Corner 
Agribusiness committee: 

Meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month. All are welcome to come and be a part of this committee.  

Ken Roberts will be the incoming chair of the committee in January 2010.  

Business Expo committee:  

Business Expo will be held on  April 22, 2010.  The Business Expo committee meets on the 1st Thursday of 
the month.  Come join this committee and help plan Oconeeôs only expo which highlights our local busi-
nesses.                  

Economic Development committee:  

The Economic Development committee meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month .  If the economic growth of 

this community is something you are interested in, please come and join us.  

This committee will NOT meet in December 2009.  

Education YLO committee:   

The Education Committee will be recognizing our newest members to the Mentor Program at our       
December 17 morning coffee. 

Fall Festival committee:    

The Fall Festival committee meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 4:00 in the chamber office. We 
will start planning for the upcoming festival in January. We hope you will come and join this committee and 
help plan for next years festival.   For more info please contact Julia Estess at the chamber office.  Mark you 
calendars for next years festival, October 16, 2010. (There will not be a meeting in December). 

Member Services committee:   

The member services committee is here to help fulfill our mission of providing Service, Events and Exposure 
for you and your businesses.  
As we wrap up the 2009 year, we are finalizing plans for the annual banquet set for January 28, 2010. Any-
one wishing to assist in this process, is welcome to join us on December 9th. Contact Zoe at the chamber 
office for more information.  
Member Services committee meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, at noon in the chamber office. We 
order lunch and ñMeet while we Eatò.  

Come be a part of the heart and soul of the chamber ~ Member Services!  

Corporate Gold  Sponsors 



2009 Events Calendar 

December Time Event Location Sponsor 

3rd 8:00am-

9:00am 

Morning      

Coffee 

1040 Gaines School 

Rd Athens Ga  

The Shops at                

Ansonborough           

Citrusolutions and 

Edible Arrangements 

17th 8:00am-

9:00am 

Morning      

Coffee 

7911 Macon Hwy. North Georgia Bank 

16th 4:00pm-

6:00pm 

Holiday Open 

House 

Oconee Chamber    

Office 

Oconee Chamber of       

Commerce 

Mentors Needed  
 We all recall the slogan ôUncle Sam Needs Youõ.  Well, the children of Oconee County need you to be a men-
tor.  Mentoring means being a role model, confidant, advisor and, in some cases, an academic tutor for a de-
serving K-12 student.  While the perception is that there is limited need for tutors in Oconee County, the 
truth is that we could use hundreds of them.  

Who makes a good mentor?  Just about any caring adult who enjoys children, respects the difficulties of 
growing up, wants to make a positive difference in a person life, and has two hours per month during the 
school year to commit to meeting with your mentee.  

The Oconee County mentoring program is a joint effort between the Oconee County School System and your 
Chamber.  Ann Hester & the Oconee Area Resource Council are providing leadership and support.  

Last month, Ann and the Chamber hosted a brief meeting for existing mentors and those potentially inter-
ested in becoming mentors.  Topics discussed include: 

§ The current need for and number of mentors. 

§ How to become a mentor. 

§ The roles of the school councilors and Chamber in the process. 

Improvements to the program: recognition events with your mentee, better training for  mentors, shorter ap-
plication form, and better record keeping.  

Oconee County Students Need You!    

Wonõt you become a mentor?  

Please contact Zoe at the Chamber office, 706-769-7947 to get an application. 
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