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Community  Calendar   

If you have a community event that 
you are  hosting or sponsoring and 
would like us to  include it on our  
Website  calendar, please send the  in-
formation to:   jestess@occoc.org.   

To view this calendar please go to our  
website at : www.occoc.org .  

Chamber  Committee Meetings  

November  

November 3 -    3:00  Executive Board   

November 3 -    4:30  Education & YLO committee   

November 4 ð   4:00  Fall Festival committee   

November 10 ð 4:00  Board of Directors   

November 11 ð 12:00  Member Services  committee             

November 19 ð 4:00  Economic Development  

November 25 ð 4:00  Agribusiness  

Chamber Holiday Open House

Save the date:

Wednesday, December 16th

Drop-in   4:00 ð6:00

Chamber Office

mailto:jestess@occoc.org
http://occoc.org


 

 

The cold, rainy weather did not stop the 36
th

 Annual Fall Festival  from taking place. We had a large 

crowd come out to shop and eat. For those who braved the weather to support this local event, we 

thank you.  

The Fall Festival committee would like to extend our gratitude to our corporate sponsors;             

Athens Micro, Golden Pantry, Lad Truck Lines, Inc., Walton EMC, WNGC 106.1, Athens Regional 

Medical Center, Georgia Power, AT&T, and Holloway & Smith, CPA.   

Thanks to our Entertainment/Stage sponsors : Peterman Painting, Athens Banner -Herald,           

The Classic Center , Timmons, Warnes & Anderson, LLP, Springhill Suites, and Bank of America . 

We also had gratis  sponsors who provide a service for our festival ; Airtight Insulation, Larry Cole 

Insurance , Curbside Services,  Watkinsville Golf Cart, American Pest Control, and F -4 Sanitation.  

Our musical entertainment is put together by Larry Cole and his group of volunteers, many thanks.   

We want to recognize Wal -Mart   for donating pumpkins and mums that were used in our decora-

tions, The Gathering House , for putting our fantastic decorations together and  Loweõs for their   

donation of flashlights and batteries which are much needed in the early morning check -in.  We     

appreciate the Oconee Parks and Recreation  Dept  for their contribution of marking off the booth 

spaces and bringing in the bleachers for seating.  

Those volunteers who braved the early morning hours to help the vendors get checked in and parked 

enjoyed delicious biscuits from Golden Pantry . 

 Our heartfelt thanks goes to Mayor Luken  and his staff for being involved from the planning stages 

of the festival to the very end. Also, thank you to the Watkinsville Police Department  for their         

services the day of the festival.  

The Scarecrow 5K Road Race was a great success due to the hard work 

and dedication of Brian Brodrick, Kevin Brodrick, and Jason Hewell.  

Thank you to the race sponsors; Publix, Jackson Spalding, St. Maryõs 

Hospital, Fortson, Bentley & Griffin, Wal -Mart, Oconee State Bank, 

Barberitos, Classic Race Services, Running in the USA, Run & See 

Georgia , Blue Sky Custom Apparel ,  and our Chamber corporate spon-

sors. Credit goes to the Oconee Sheriffõs Department for directing 

traffic for the race and keeping everyone safe.  

The Fall Festival is a very large production that requires the collected 

effort of the wonderful people of our community, chamber members, 

family and friends all of whom are committed to providing itõs county 

with the best Fall Festival possible.  

 

Thanks to All Who Helped!  

36th Annual Oconee Chamber  

Fall Festival  



 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
§ Certified Clean Care                                   

Contact: Janet Conglose                           
1080 Business Blvd.                                        
Watkinsville GA 30677                                  
706-769-2486                                             
Email: certifiedclean@bellsouth.net                          

§ Jim Gilstrap Insurance Agency                      
Contact: Jim Gilstrap                                         
10-A Simonton Bridge Rd                                     
Watkinsville GA 30677                                       
706-769-0586                                                      
Email: jim.gilstrap@cottonstates.com                                                       

§ Oconee County Extension                           
Contact: Henry Hibbs                                       
23 Water St.                                                      
Watkinsville GA 30677                                    
706-769-2909                                                  
Email: hhibs@uga.edu  

 

§ Citrusolutions of Athens                             
Contact: Ryan McDonald                              
5775 Enchantress Lane                                   
Buford GA 30518                                               
706-207-5433                                                 
Email: ryanmcd8@yahoo.com           

§ Miss Gailõs Southern Cooking, Inc.       
Contact: Gail Wiley                                          
18 Barnett Shoals Rd.                                 
Watkinsville GA 30677                                  
706-769-6265                                             
Email: gwiley@gmail.com  

 

§ Heather Varner Insurance                        
Contact: Heather Varner                                  
PO Box 1157                                                       
Watkinsville GA 30677                                     
706-612-8446                                                 
Email: varnerh2@nationwide.com               

§ Terry Reid Bulldog Kia                               
Contact: Claudia Laughridge                    
4305 Atlanta Hwy                                           
Bogart GA 30622                                            
706-612-1200                                                
Email: laughridge@gmail.com  

 

§ Pinnacle Bank                                               
Contact: Freddy Jones                                  
3140 Lexington Rd                                           
Athens GA 30605                                              
706-425-2256                                                 

Email: freddyjones@pinnaclebank .com            

 

AM Exchange  

Wednesday  November 4  

7:45 amñ 9:00 am  

§ The purest form of networking in your community  

§ Opportunity to promote your business  

§ Bring business cards and you will get 90 seconds to speak about your business.         

§ Reservations required, space is limited.  

 

Email Zoe for your reservation at zgattie@occoc.org   

mailto:zgattie@occoc.org


 

 

High Performing Systems (HPS) is a leader in using a systems approach to help organizations improve perform-
ance. Founded in 1984, HPS provides consulting, coaching, training and scientifically-validated assessments for 
organizations around the world. Our clients range from Fortune 500 companies and government agencies to a 
diverse group of public, private and international firms of all sizes.  \  

Whether you need help with candidate selection or you need to implement a comprehensive Leader Develop-
ment System that will boost success across the organization for years to come, HPS has the expertise  and 
experience you need to achieve your goals. HPS will work with you to customize affordable solutions that 
will produce measureable results. 

You can find out more about HPS Leadership Solutions  by visiting our website at www.hpsys.com, or by 
attending one or more of the following Public Workshops in nearby Athens.  

BarOn EQ -i® Certification  (January 25-27, 2010)ðGet Certified on the Most Widely-Used, Emotional Intelli-
gence Assessment. Research indicates that Emotional Intelligence is key determinant of oneôs success in lifeð
even more so than IQ!  
FIROÈ Element BÊ Qualifying Workshop (February 22-23, 2010)ðGet Certified on the Most Powerful In-
strument Available for Working with Teams. 
The CommunicationWheel®  (March 15-16, 2010)ðA Major Breakthrough in Improving Communication! 
Using the CW® System, learn to quickly pinpoint communication problems and identify practical solutions. A 
Powerful Follow-On Tool for MBTI® Enthusiasts! 
TeamDynamicsÊ (June 14-17, 2010)ð Advanced Team Training featuring an Integrated System of Leader-
ship, Personality, Emotional & Social Intelligence and Teams, plus FIROÈ Element BÊ. HPSô Most Requested 
Workshop! 

Ask about In-House Workshops! Ask about HPS Referral or Group Discount Programs! For more information, please email 
info@hpsys.com or call 706.769.5836. 

SPOTLIGHT 

High Performing Systems, Inc.  

 

  

At Mars Hill Animal Hospital, pets are not just animals. They are members of the family.  Culminating 
the vision of owners Dr. W. Joey Gross and Dr. T. Henry Wall, Mars Hill Animal Hospital first opened 
for business in 1998. Dr. Gross has been an active member of the local business community for 11 
years.  Conveniently located near Highways 78 and 316, Mars Hill Animal Hospital stands as a premier 
animal medical facility dedicated to advanced, compassionate pet healthcare for those who choose it. 

Dr. Joey Gross, Dr. Linda Leavell, Dr. Jo Wellman, and many other talented staff members work to-
gether to provide state of the art surgical procedures, diagnostic services, and preventative medicine 
for your pets.   Voluntarily seeking accreditation, Mars Hill Animal Hospital has achieved the highest 
level offered by the American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA).  Mars Hill Animal Hospital offers a 
full range of surgical services, including most soft tissue and orthopedic procedures.  They believe that 
safety and pain management are not optional for their pet patients any more than it would be for hu-
man patients. 

If you are searching for a fun and safe place to leave your pet while on vacation or at work, Mars Hill 
Animal Hospital provides spacious boarding for dogs and cats of all sizes.  They will cater to your petôs 
special needs, such as administering medications, special diets, bathing and professional grooming.  
You can rest assured that no matter the procedure, your companion will always be treated with sincer-
ity and kindness throughout their entire stay.  We encourage you to visit their website 
www.marshillvet.com and take the virtual tour.  

SPOTLIGHT 

Mars Hill Animal Hospital  

http://www.hpsys.com/
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=w5fj74cab.0.0.tr84t7bab.0&ts=S0411&p=http%3A%2F%2Fhpsys.com%2FTraining_FIRO_ElementB_Certification.htm&id=preview
mailto:info@hpsys.com
http://www.marshillvet.com/


    Farm City Tour  

The Agribusiness Committee sponsored the Oconee Farm/City Tour on October 29.  Eighteen essay 
contest winners from Oconee Co. Middle School and Malcom Bridge Middle School were invited along 
with their parents, as well as the general public.  We visited 3 sites at the UGA Farms on S. Milledge, 
the Livestock Arena, greenhouses and poultry research venues. 

After a BBQ lunch sponsored by Oconee State Bank, the 6 essay winners read their essays. 

Congratulations to the winners!  

Oconee County Middle School:  

6th Grade:       

1st:   Caitlyn Higginbotham  

2nd:   Santiago Garcia -Mosley  

3rd:   Taylor Walshe  

 

7th Grade :  

1st:    Luke Galvin  

2nd:   Britt Edelen  

3rd:   Adrian Summers  

  

8th Grade:  

1st:   Eric Walshe  

2nd:   Bailey Guthrie  

3rd:   Kelsey Walshe   

 Malcom Bridge Middle School:  

 6th Grade:   

1st:   Emily Noakes  

2nd:   Bailey Chastain  

3rd:   Joel Winston  

  

7th Grade:  

1st:    Lauren Luckey  

2nd:   Miriam Murphy -Gary 

3rd:   Ashley Raye  

  

8th Grade:  

1st:   Casey Gilbert  

2nd:   Matthew Lester  

3rd:   Leah Smith  

  



 

 

     

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE 

FALL FESTIVAL TOTE BAGS  

$10  

We have this yearõs Fall 

Festival tote bags for sale.  

These bags are eco -

friendly and are 14ów x 

10ód x 1ód. The print was 

painted by local artist,   

Jamie Calkin. Many of you 

are familiar with his work.  

These bags will make great 

gifts or buy some for your-

self. They are $10  each.    

If you are interested in 

purchasing one or more, 

please contact Julia at the   

chamber office.  

Mentors Needed  

 We all recall the slogan ôUncle Sam Needs Youõ.  Well, the children of Oconee County need you 
to be a mentor.  Mentoring means being a role model, confidant, advisor and, in some cases, an 
academic tutor for a deserving K -12 student.  While the perception is that there is limited need 
for tutors in Oconee County, the truth is that we could use hundreds of them.  

Who makes a good mentor?  Just about any caring adult who enjoys children, respects the diffi-
culties of growing up, wants to make a positive difference in a person life, and has two hours per 
month during the school year to commit to meeting with your mentee.  

The Oconee County mentoring program is a joint effort between the Oconee County School Sys-
tem and your Chamber.  Ann Hester & the Oconee Area Resource Council are providing leader-
ship and support.  

Last month, Ann and the Chamber hosted a brief meeting for existing mentors and those   poten-
tially interested in becoming mentors.  Topics discussed include:  

1. The current need for and number of mentors.  

2. How to become a mentor.  

3. The roles of the school councilors and Chamber in the process.  

Improvements to the program: recognition events with your mentee, better training for  mentors, 
shorter application form, and better record keeping.  

Oconee County Students Need You!    

Wonõt you become a mentor?  

Please contact Zoe at the Chamber office, 706 -769-7947 to get an application . 


