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Chamber of  Commerce  

Corporate Sponsors 
 

Platinum   

§ Athens Micro 

§ Walton EMC 

§ LAD Truck Lines, Inc. 

§ WNGC ¦106.1  

§ Golden Pantry 

 

Gold   

§ Georgia Power        

§ Athens Regional Medical 

Center 

Silver  

§ AT & T 

 

Bronze   

§ Holloway & Smith, CPA 

55 Nancy Drive  

PO Box 348         

Watkinsville GA 

30677  

706 -769 -7947  

 Www.occoc.org       E-Newsletter  

M o n d a y  N o v e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 0 9  

Community  Calendar   

If you have a community event that 
you are  hosting or sponsoring and 
would like us to  include it on our  
Website  calendar, please send the  in-
formation to:   jestess@occoc.org.   

To view this calendar please go to our  
website at : www.occoc.org .  

Chamber  Committee Meetings  

November  

November 10 ð 4:00  Board of Directors   

November 11 ð 12:00  Member Services  committee             

November 19 ð 4:00  Economic Development  

November 25 ð 4:00  Agribusiness  

Chamber Holiday Open House

Save the date:

Wednesday, December 16th

Drop-in   4:00 ð6:00

Chamber Office

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
     

§  Beeõs Knees Bakery & Gifts                                     

Contact:  Linda Chambers                                      

 1880 Epps Bridge Rd.                                              

Athens  GA 30606                                                       

(706) 353 -3633                                                           

 beeskneesbakery&gifts.com   

mailto:jestess@occoc.org
http://occoc.org


 

 

 

Jim Gilstrap and his wife, Sonya, have opened and insurance sales office in downtown Watkinsville.  The office is lo-

cated at the corner of First Street and Simonton Bridge Road in Town Center North.  The Jim Gilstrap Insurance Agency 

will be offering Insurance and Financial Services through Cotton States Insurance Company and COUNTRY Financial. 

Jim Is licensed as both an insurance agent and an insurance counselor by the Georgia Department of Insurance.  It is 

the responsibility of a counselor to work on behalf of the consumer and not just the company when offering insurance 

products. In addition to being a Certified Insurance Counselor, Jim holds several other industry designations.  During his 

22 year insurance career, Jim has worked in corporate underwriting, marketing and training. 

Jimôs wife, Sonya, will be the office manger and support technician.  Prior to opening this office, Sonya was a high 

school chemistry and physics teacher at Prince Avenue Christian School. 

Jim and Sonya have three children that attend Prince Avenue Christian School and they are members of Prince Avenue 

Baptist Church.  Both Jim and Sonya look forward to becoming more involved with community activities and to making a 

difference in peopleôs lives.  Financial security is more than just auto and home insurance.  It takes a plan that includes 

life insurance, education funding and retirement savings. The Gilstrap agency is ready to help you achieve your financial 

goals. 

Jim Gilstrap , CIC AU API AIS  

Agent & Financial Representative 

Cotton States Insurance 

10-A Simonton Bridge Rd 

Watkinsville, GA 30677 

706-769-0586 

706-769-5468 (fax) 

Providing Home, Auto, Life protection and  Retirement & Education Funding plans  

SPOTLIGHT 

Jim Gilstrap ñCotton States Insurance  

Question of The Week? 

What date is the upcoming Oconee Chamber Annual 

Banquet? 

 

The answer is in this newsletter. The first person to reply correctly to Zoe 

at zgattie@occoc.org  will win an Education Foundation pack of note cards 

that depicts an historical site in Oconee County.  

mailto:zgattie@occoc.org


 

  

  

 As a member of the Oconee Chamber and a resident of the area, I donõt have to tell you 
how wonderful and family -friendly our community is - you already know what a pleasure it is to 
call Oconee County home. I am a REALTOR® with Prudential Blanton Properties and looking 
forward to helping others find their perfect community ð and helping friends like you with any 
real estate needs.  

 ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜΣ ōǳȅ ŀ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŦŜŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ ƻǊ 

if you just have questions, I can help. And since I have a background in marketing and public relations, as well 

ŀǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭǳȄǳǊȅ ǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜΣ 

creative, experienced and diligent to market your home. Customer service is very important to me, especially 

after being trained by one of the top customer service companies in the U.S., The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company. 

That means you can expect personalized, responsive service that goes above and beyond, no matter what 

your goalτLΩƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊŜŀƳǎΦ L ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳπ

Ƴǳƴƛǘȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƳ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ 

 If thereõs anything I can do for you, please donõt hesitate to contact me or just talk to me 
at our next meeting!  I look forward to working with you soon and thank you for your support.  

 

Warm regards,  

 

Leigh Garrett, REALTOR  

706-614-1593 Cell  

leigh@prudentialblanton.com  

SPOTLIGHT 

Leigh Garrett ñPrudential Blanton Properties  

 

AM Exchange  

Wednesday  December 2  

7:45 amñ 9:00 am  

Chamber Board Room  

§ The purest form of networking in your community  

§ Opportunity to promote your business  

§ Bring business cards and you will get 90 seconds to speak about your business.         

§ Reservations required, space is limited.  

 

Email Zoe for your reservation at zgattie@occoc.org   

mailto:zgattie@occoc.org


 

 

     

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE 

FALL FESTIVAL TOTE BAGS 

$10  

We have this yearõs Fall Festi-

val tote bags for sale.  These 

bags are eco -friendly and are 

14ów x 10ód x 1ód. The print 

was painted by local artist,   

Jamie Calkin. Many of you are 

familiar with his work.  

These bags will make great 

gifts or buy some for yourself. 

They are $10  each.  If you are 

interested in purchasing one 

or more, please contact Julia 

at the chamber office.  

Mentors Needed  

 We all recall the slogan óUncle Sam Needs Youô.  Well, the children of Oconee County need you to be 

a mentor.  Mentoring means being a role model, confidant, advisor and, in some cases, an academic 

tutor for a deserving K-12 student.  While the perception is that there is limited need for tutors in 

Oconee County, the truth is that we could use hundreds of them. 

Who makes a good mentor?  Just about any caring adult who enjoys children, respects the difficulties 

of growing up, wants to make a positive difference in a person life, and has two hours per month dur-

ing the school year to commit to meeting with your mentee. 

The Oconee County mentoring program is a joint effort between the Oconee County School System 

and your Chamber.  Ann Hester & the Oconee Area Resource Council are providing leadership and 

support. 

Last month, Ann and the Chamber hosted a brief meeting for existing mentors and those   potentially 

interested in becoming mentors.  Topics discussed include: 

1. The current need for and number of mentors. 

2. How to become a mentor. 

3. The roles of the school councilors and Chamber in the process. 

Improvements to the program: recognition events with your mentee, better training for  mentors, 

shorter application form, and better record keeping. 

Oconee County Students Need You!   

Wonôt you become a mentor?  

Please contact Zoe at the Chamber office, 706-769-7947 to get an application. 



     

 

 

Agribusiness committee: 
Meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month. All are welcome to come and be a part of this 
committee. 

Business Expo committee:  
Business Expo will be held on  April 22, 2010.  The Business Expo committee meets on the 1st 
Thursday of the month.  Come join this committee and help plan Oconeeôs only expo which 
highlights our local businesses.                  

Economic Development committee:  
The Economic Development committee meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month .  If the eco-

nomic growth of this community is something you are interested in, please come and join us.  

Education YLO committee:   
The Education Committee of the Chamber is pleased to announce a new project: the Oconee County 
Institute for Inquiry and Innovation which seeks to inspire inquiry and creativity by offering young peo-
ple opportunities for innovation and entrepreneurship.   There will be two projects undertaken to ac-
complish the mission of the institute.   First , there will be a county -wide FIRST Robotics Competition 
Team.  Second , there will be a county -wide SKUNK Works Invention Competition.  Details for both 
projects will be forthcoming in the coming weeks.  

Fall Festival committee :   
The Fall Festival committee meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 4:00 in the chamber office. 
We will start planning for the upcoming festival in January. We hope you will come and join this com-
mittee and help plan for next years festival.   For more info please contact Julia Estess at the chamber 
office.  Mark you calendars for next years festival, October 16, 2010. (There will not be a meeting in 
December). 

Member Services committee:   
The member services committee is here to help fulfill our mission of providing Service, Events and Ex-
posure for you and your businesses. Coming up will be a morning coffee on the 12th at 8:00 am for 
Mack McClung Allstate Insurance Agency and a ribbon cutting on the 17th at 9:00 am at The Jim Gil-
strap Insurance Agency. We are in full banquet mode as we work on the annual banquet set for      
January 28, 2010. Anyone wishing to assist in this process is welcome to join us. 
Member Services committee will meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, at noon in the chamber 
office. We order lunch and ñMeet while we Eatò. Come be a part of the heart and soul of the chamber 

~ Member Services! 

Chamber Committee Corner 



     

 
 

2009 Events Calendar 

November  Time  Event  Location  Sponsor  

12 th 8:00 am  Morning       

Coffee  

2971 Monroe Hwy     

Suite 103  

Mack McClung           

Allstate Insurance, Inc.  

17th  9:00 am     

December  Time  Event  Location  Sponsor  

3rd  8:00am -

9:00am  

Morning      

Coffee  

1040 Gaines School 

Rd Athens Ga  

The Shops at                

Ansonborough           

Clubhouse  

Citrusolutions and  

Edible Arrangements  

17 th 8:00am -

9:00am  

Morning      

Coffee  

7911 Macon Hwy.  North Georgia Bank  

16th  4:00pm -

6:00pm  

Holiday Open 

House  

Oconee Chamber 

Office  

Oconee Chamber of       

Commerce  


