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Chamber          
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Meetings 

September 

September 23 – 4:00 pm

 Agribusiness 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of  Georgia                      

offers Chamber a New Lower Cost Alternative! 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Georgia (BCBSGa) has a new product available 
through the MemberCare Alliance program sponsored by the Chamber of 
Commerce that offers lower prices for qualifying business members!  

The products, called Blue Essentials, offer options for employers strug-
gling with health insurance affordability.  These lower cost alternatives 
were specifically designed for employers who might cut back or eliminate 
health coverage altogether because of budgetary constraints. 

Blue Essentials plans offer deductibles of $1,000 or higher and reductions 
in certain benefits.  However, employees would still receive $20 office visit 
copays and 80% coinsurance reimbursement for in-network covered 
items.  They would also receive the protection and personal security of 
having Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Georgia as their insuror. 

The best news is that all of BCBS Ga’s plans are available at reduced pre-
mium rates to eligible business members of our Chamber of Com-
merce!  Through the group “buying power” of the  

MemberCare Alliance of Oconee CountySM, we are part of a statewide net-
work of over 130 Chambers of Commerce offering these insurance prod-
ucts to Chamber member businesses.  The MemberCare Alliance of 
Oconee County program includes a variety of discounted insurance prod-
ucts, such as: group term, voluntary and dependent life insurance, group 
dental insurance, group long term and short term disability, accidental 
death and dismemberment and long term care insurance.  All these prod-
ucts are, or course, available through participating Chamber-member in-
surance agents.   

For more information on any of these insurance offerings, please call the 
Chamber, one of your participating Chamber-member insurance agents, or 
Purchasing Alliance Solutions, Inc., (the company that developed       
MemberCare Alliance of Oconee County program) at 770-579-1214                   
or 1-800-782-8254  ext. 3515.  

The Oconee Chamber will hold an  informational 
meeting regarding this new Health Insurance    
program. If you are interested in getting more            

information be sure to join us on : 

Thursday, September 24 at 4:00pm at the       
chamber office.                                                           

Please RSVP to zgattie@occoc.org. 

mailto:zgattie@occoc.org


 

AM Exchange  
Wednesday, September 2 

7:45 am— 9:00am 

 

 The purest form of networking in your community 

 Opportunity to promote your business 

 Bring business cards and you will get 90 seconds to speak about your business.         

 Reservations required, space is limited. 

 

Email Zoe for your reservation at zgattie@occoc.org 

 

 

     
 

 

 

The Oconee Chamber of Commerce  sponsors a program that  provides opportunities for young adults to   
develop the leadership skills and community awareness necessary to meet the challenges facing Oconee 
County. 

This program is open to current 10th and 11th grade students living or educated in Oconee County 
(including home-schooled students) who want to further develop their leadership skills and channel those 
skills towards helping others and improving their community. This program is also open to current or 
emerging youth leaders who want to take on more active leadership roles in their school or community.  

To download an application or get more info go to our website at www.occoc.org 
 

 

Youth Leadership Oconee  

mailto:zgattie@occoc.org
http://www.occoc.org


     

 
Agribusiness committee:  
The Farm /Cit y Tour  has b een sched uled  f o r  Oct ob er  29, 2009.  Th is year  t he t our  w ill 

b e at  t he UGA f arm s t o  b e f o llow ed  b y lunch  at  t he Oconee Civic Cent er . 

The m id d le schoo l agr icult ure st ud ent s w ill have an  essay con t est  on  careers in  agr i-

cult ure.  The t op  3 f rom  each  grad e at  each  m id d le schoo l and  t heir  p aren t s w ill be 

invit ed  on t he t our  along w it h  t he general p ub lic. 

The com m it t ee w ill also  have a d isp lay at  t he Wat kinsville Fall Fest ival on  Oct ob er  17.  

In  ad d it ion  t o  t he an im al and  hor t icult ure exh ib it s, t here w ill be corn  b oxes and  a 

corn  b ag t oss gam e f o r  ch ild ren . 

Business Expo committee: Next Business Expo will be held on  April 22, 2010                      

Economic Development committee: No report. 

Education YLO committee:  Applications are still being accepted for the 

Youth Leadership class. Contact the chamber office for more information. 

Fall Festival committee:    
The Oconee Chamber 36th Annual Fall Festival will be on October 17 , 9:00am -

4:00pm at Rocket Field behind the Eagle Tavern  in Watkinsville.   We have 200 

booth spaces filled with great crafts and a delicious variety of food! We hope to 

see you there.  

We need Chamber members to volunteer their time to help with the event. If you 

are available to help contact Julia Estess at jestess@occoc.org  to sign up. The 

Fall Festival Committee has one more scheduled meetings before the festival,  

October 7 th , so please join us if you would like to know more about what is hap-

pening and needed at the Fall Festival.  

We meet at 4:00 P.M at the Chamber office.  

Member Services committee:   
The member services committee is here to help fulfill our mission of providing Service, Events and 
Exposure for you and your businesses. Coming up will be an after hours on the 10th at 5:00 pm for 
United Way, hosted by First GA Bank and a coffee on the 17

th
 at 8:00 am, hosted by Edible Arrange-

ments (Gaines School Road ï Athens).  

Member Services committee will meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, at noon in the cham-
ber office. We order lunch and ñMeet while we Eatò. Please come and join us! 

Chamber Committee Corner 
NEW 

mailto:jestess@occoc.org


     

 
2009 Events Calendar 

September  Time  Event  Location  Sponsor  

24th 4:00pm Health Insurance 

Informational 

meeting 

55 Nancy Drive 

Chamber office 

Oconee County Chamber of      

Commerce 

     

October  Time  Event  Location  Sponsor  

1st 5:00pm-

7:00pm 

After Hours The Gathering House        

5040 Macon Hwy                         

Bishop Ga 

The Gathering House 

15th  8:00 am-

9:00am 

Morning Coffee TBA Oconee County School    

System 

17th  8:00 am-

9:00am 

Scarecrow Road 

Race 

Watkinsville First United 

Methodist Church 

Oconee County Chamber of  

Commerce 

17th  9:00am -

4:00pm 

36th Annual Fall  

Festival 

Historic Downtown   

Watkinsville/ Rocket 

Baseball Field 

Oconee County Chamber of   

Commerce 

29th  Farm City Tour UGA Farms Oconee County Chamber of 

     

November  Time  Event  Location  Sponsor  

12th 8:00 am Morning Coffee 2971 Monroe Hwy     

Suite 103 

Mack McClung           

Allstate Insurance, Inc. 

     

December  Time  Event  Location  Sponsor  

17th  8:00am-9:00am Morning Coffee 7911 Macon Hwy. North Georgia Bank 

TBA  5:00pm-7:00pm Holiday Open 

House 

TBA Oconee Chamber of       

Commerce 

     

The Oconee Chamber of Commerce realizes that many businesses are struggling during these 
tough economic times.  We are introducing a new program  that will spotlight your business to 
other chamber members. Each week we will give two businesses space in our E -newsletter to high-
light the services and/or goods that your company has to offer. You may also  promote any upcom-
ing company events  or community event that your business sponsors.  

This service is FREE of charge for our chamber members.  

We will take these requests on a first come, first serve basis. Once you have submitted your re-
quest, we will hold it and place it in the newsletter in the order that it was received. We ask that you 
provide us the written material as you want it to appear in the newsletter. The  material should be 
300 words or less and must be saved in a word document.  

To submit your request, please email to jestess@occoc.org .  

SPOTLIGHT 

mailto:jestess@occoc.org?subject=Spotlight

